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April 26, 2020

June 21, 2020

August 7-8, 2020

October 4, 2020

December 13, 2020

CAnCeLLeD

Outdoor - Gates Open 7AM

Combined Meet With

6-Meter Club of Chicago

RADIOFeST

7AM-11AM Outdoor Swap Meet

Business Mtg./Officer election

10AM

7AM-11AM Indoor Swap Meet

Business Meeting 10AM

American Legion Hall

Carol Stream, IL (See Map)

DuPage County Fairgrounds

Wheaton, IL

(See Advance Ticket Form & Map)

Medinah Shriners / Addison, IL

American Legion Hall

Carol Stream, IL (See Map)

American Legion Hall

Carol Stream, IL (See Map)
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PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR MEMBERSHIP:

Membership Option Dues Benefits

Annual Membership $ 25 Full benefits: ARCI News subscription, Fee
Discounts At Events, Seller Privileges at
ARCI Events.

Spousal Annual Membership $ 10 Discounts at Events.

Student Annual Membership $ 5 Must Be 18 or Under, Full Benefits.

Lifetime Membership $340 Full Membership Benefits For Life (non-
transferable).

MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO ARCI AND SEND TO:

Antique Radio Club of Illinois
P.O. Box 1139
LaGrange Park, Illinois 60526

EMAIL DELIVERY OF ARCI NEWS? YES or NO (circle one)

PRINT DELIVERY OF ARCI NEWS? YES or NO (circle one)

Name: _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Spouse: ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

City:________________________State:_________ Zip Code: ________________

__________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:____________________________Application Date:______________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name:________________________Phone:________________

ARCI
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
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As might be expected in Chicagoland, the weather was a major focus at our
February ARCI meet.  The temperature was manageable, and there was a large turnout of
buyers and sellers with not one empty table to sit and enjoy our 40th Anniversary cake.
We held a sellers’ raffle but did not hold a People’s Choice Contest. Keep in mind that
ARCI swap meets are not just a good opportunity to look, but a place to buy and catch up
with friends after surviving months of grey Illinois winter.  Once again, our popular
donation auction driven by Tom Kleinschmidt brought in over $300 for the club’s coffers.
Following the donation auction, ARCI held a business meeting to continue our Radiofest

2020 planning. We discussed ARCI’s possible promotions of “Maker’s Fairs” and “Show
and Tell” sessions at future meets.

While we are still on the topic of the donation auction, I would like to emphasize
the important role our donation auctions play in the financial health of our club. Consider
that this auction alone brought in the equivalent, in dollar terms, of several one-year club
memberships. That is a substantial contribution that not only helps to offset the costs of
our regional meets, but also gives us greater financial resources to use in providing an
even better experience at our other functions like Radiofest. So if there is something in
your collection of “radio stuff” that has been sitting there forever, just taking up space,
something you have lost interest in, or will never get to, consider donating it to one of our
donation auctions. You will be helping your club, your fellow club members will be
grateful, and your spouse just might thank you too.

Please read through the RADIOFEST 2020 PLANNING UPDATE to get the latest
news on our upcoming event. The format this year is virtually identical to last year, with
two active days, August 7th and 8th.  You will also find a copy of the 2020 Radiofest

Registration Form in this copy of ARCI NEWS. Just a quick reminder: Hotel room
reservations at the Hilton Garden Inn are now open. Make your reservations early, as
rooms go fast and the special ARCI rate is limited. 

See You At The Next Meet,
Jeff Aulik,
ARCI PRESIDENT

pRESIDEnT’S MESSAgE
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ARCI UpDATE
The president’s Column - All The news That’s Fit To print

CORONAVIRUS NOTICE

First, please accept our best wishes for our ARCI members and their families
and friends.  We hope you all stay safe.

The Coronavirus situation continues to evolve as we prepare this issue of ARCI

NEWS. Please check all dates and events on the ARCI website (as well as other radio
events linked to our website) for further news.  It is highly likely that events may
cancel or reschedule as the situation changes.  

Please pay heed to government and health officials, and their guidelines and
notices.  We want our members to maintain good health and to prevent illness for
themselves or transmission to others.

As we go to press, ARCI has decided to cancel its spring meet on April 26.  

PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE TO CONFIRM THE LATEST
INFORMATION ABOUT ARCI AND ITS ACTIVITIES

RAdIOfEST SPOnSORSHIPS

It is not too late to participate in our ARCI Corporate Sponsorship program and our
Member-Sponsor program for Radiofest. The Radiofest brochures and other Radiofest

advertising will be printed in May. We encourage all our members to participate. Radiofest
and other ARCI announcements directly reach almost 20,000 targeted readers with
interests in historical and technical subjects. This is a great opportunity to take advantage
of inexpensive advertising to a targeted audience while providing substantial assistance
to our club. Please contact Steve Muchow at smuchow@att.net or Tom Kleinschmidt at
clubinfo@antique-radios.org by May 31, 2020 with any ideas or suggestions for new
sponsors interested in discussing arrangements with ARCI.

RADIOFeST SPOnSOR-MeMBeRS

ARCI is again offering “Sponsor-Members” status to members who are dedicated
to assuring the financial strength of Radiofest. Members who feel they are able to
contribute $25, $50, $100 or more to the sponsorship fund may do so. Sponsor-Members
will be listed in ARCI NEWS (but not the amount of contribution), and recognized as a
group at the banquet. I am aware of a number of organizations that regularly produce
events similar in size to Radiofest. Member-Sponsors help to provide the “emergency
backing”. You, as a member, are invited to help and participate as you see fit. Funds, by
cash-in-person, or check identified as “Member-Sponsor Fund”, should go directly to our
treasurer Rudy Hecker. If you have any questions or comments, please email Steve
Muchow at smuchow@att.net.
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RADIOFeST VOLunTeeRS neeDeD

Radiofest’s flea market, speaker programs, and auction are all made possible
through the tireless efforts of a dedicated group of volunteers who have generously
donated their time and talents to this wonderful event. But, we could really use some
extra help from you. If you have some time available on Friday evening to help out with
the auction, or on Saturday during the day to lend a hand, please consider volunteering
to help us out. If you’re available and would like to help us out, please contact Steve
Muchow at smuchow@att.net.

DO YOu KnOW WHen YOu WILL eXPIRe?

Or, more specifically, your ARCI Membership?  Look on the back cover of this
issue of ARCI NEWS. The address label shows your expiration month.  It takes time to
process renewal requests, so please renew at least one month BEFORE the month
indicated on the label.  This also helps ensure that you will continue receiving your ARCI

NEWS without interruption. 

!!!!!!!!!



~ 7 ~

ReGISTeR eARLY FOR June HAMFeST
COMBIneD MeeT WITH SIX MeTeR CLuB

(Please Double Check the Website for All Event Scheduling Notices)

The June ARCI swap meet will be a joint event with the Six Meter Club of Chicago
on Sunday, June 21, 2020 at the DuPage County Fairgrounds, 2015 Manchester Rd., in
Wheaton - just a bit south and west of our ARCI meets at the American Legion in Carol
Stream. Last year more than 1,200 radio enthusiasts and hams from 16 states and with
visitors from Canada and Mexico participated in the giant flea market and other events,
including many ARCI members who were able to park in a special area designated as
ARCI Swap Row. 

We will have displays from AMSAT, ARRL, NWS/Skywarn and dealer displays. And,
the Midwest Classic Radio Net’s Hamboree will be back with us again. MCRN is a
gathering of hams that operate “boat anchor” equipment on a weekly 3885 kHz AM net. 

!!
Everyone MUST have a Hamfest ticket to attend. Tickets are still only $6 in

advance, or $10 at the gate. There is no charge for outdoor flea market space - please see
the registration form for information.  See the Hamfest form below for ticket information.
As usual, ARCI will have its donation auction at 11 am along with the 50-50 drawing. In
addition, if you deposit your Hamfest ticket stubs in the drum near the stage in Building
2, you have a chance to win many other prizes including $300, $200 and $100 cash.

Indoor flea market sellers and commercial dealers will be in Buildings 2, 3 and 4
with the outdoor flea market to the east of the Exhibition Hall building and extending
north along the east side of the fairgrounds. All traffic will enter and exit through gate S-
7 located east of the main exhibition hall. For ham operators, station K9ONA will be on
the air, serving as a talk-in station on two meter FM, 146.52 simplex and through the
146.37/97 repeater (107.2 Hz tone). Food, coffee and soda will be available from the
Romeoville Knights of Columbus. 

For anyone wishing to take an FCC Amateur Radio license exam, testing will be
held from 9 to 11 am. 

The Hamfest opens to the general public at 7 am (buildings at 8 am), but ARCI
members who are willing to help direct traffic for parking – we will need help keeping
ARCI Swap Row open for members – can enter at 6 a.m. providing you have an advance
ticket and can show positive ARCI ID (your current membership card). You can then
pick out your favorite flea market parking space and lend a hand for a few minutes when
the gates open at 7. We could also use some help Saturday afternoon after 2 pm setting
up signs, the PA system, tables, etc.

Anyone who can help out or who needs advance tickets or more information can
call Jim Novak at 708-420-9571 or email WA9FIH@aol.com.
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RADIoFEST 2020 pLAnnIng UpDATE
By: Steve Muchow, Radiofest Coordinator

Radiofest 2020
Friday, August 7 – Saturday, August 8

Medinah Shriners
550  n. Shriners Drive, Addison, IL  60101

Reserve the dates of Aug. 7-8 for Radiofest 2020. We are enthusiastically putting
together a two-day schedule of events that will be very similar to last year. Be sure to
reserve the dates for this highlight of the summer! 

LOCATION:We will return to the Medinah Shriners in Addison, Illinois. This
new, modern, upscale facility is across from a Hilton Garden Inn. The Medinah Shriners
is located at the junction of I-355 and Army Trail Road in Addison. This is a very
convenient location that can be easily accessed from all directions within the entire
Chicago area. See the map below for location details.

HOTEL: Our official hotel for Radiofest 2020 is the Hilton Garden Inn, located
directly adjacent to the Medinah Shriners complex, and a very short walk from the
banquet facilities and parking lots. Medinah Shriners and Hilton Garden Inn are
completely independent entities, but they coordinate closely on events. Our contact at
Shriners again helped us negotiate a really great price with the hotel at a rate of $99 per
night. This is a really nice hotel at a great price. You will not be disappointed!

Reservations for the hotel are now open! We have secured a block of rooms at the
Hilton Garden Inn and reservations for the hotel are now open! You can go to the online
reservation system, which has been set up exclusively for Radiofest reservations, at this
web site:

https://hiltongardeninn.hilton.com/en/gi/groups/personalized/C/CHIAHGI-RAD20-
20200805/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG

Or, you can call the hotel at: 630-691-0500. Mention Radiofest to the friendly
reservation agent to get the special discount rate.
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RADIOFEST
Medinah Shriners
550 Shriners Drive
Addison, IL 60101
(630)-458-0200

HOTEL
Hilton Garden Inn Addison

551 N Swift Road
Addison, IL 60101

hiltongardeninn3.hilton.com
(630) 691-0500

SCHEDULE:We will start the action with our Friday night auction, followed on
Saturday morning by the swap meet through mid-afternoon. The swap meet will again
be located in its own large parking lot at the west end of the facility. There will be plenty
of seller spaces available with lots of room between rows for maneuvering a small truck
or a vehicle with a trailer. The sellers’ lot is also totally out of the main traffic flow, which
is good for those walking around the swap meet. The pavement will be marked with
parking spaces and continues to be in excellent physical condition. Directly adjacent to
the sellers’ lot is the main parking lot, with over 170 spaces available for buyers and
visitors. It is an easy walk from one lot to the other, with plenty of spaces available. This
parking layout is well-suited for Radiofest!

AUCTION: The opening night auction will be in the Medinah Crescent Ballroom,
with overflow space in the adjacent Medinah Music Room. The large quantity and
excellent quality of items available in the auction make this a “must attend” event. You
never know what you will find here, including rare and highly collectible items. Jim
Sargent from VRPS is returning to co-manage the auction. Auction start time this year
is 6pm. Watch future issues of ARCI NEWS and the ARCI website for updated auction
information.

PROGRAMS: Our speakers’ program will occur throughout the day on Saturday
followed by the Carl & Carolyn Knipfel banquet on Saturday night. Radiofest 2020

speakers’ programs will feature three sessions in the spacious “Music Room”, with a
break during the noon hour. Programs will include topics on Broadcasting: Today and
Tomorrow, Setting up a Workbench for Repairing and Restoring Vintage Audio
Equipment and Antique Radios and the Bill Ross Ham Forum with a special presentation
on A Century of Receiver Innovations, from Marconi to SDR. 

CONTEST & DISPLAY: Please note that there will be no display or contest this
year.

SPECIAL EVENT HAM RADIO STATION: Once again we will set up an
outdoor ham station featuring vintage equipment with special ARCI call letters WA9RCI 

APPRAISALS: Equipment appraisals by request on Saturday, August 8th.  Stop
by the Registration tent for information. 



!!!!!!!!

DONATIONS: The usual donation auction will be held late in the afternoon on
Saturday. Keep in mind that you may purchase donated items throughout the day without
having to wait for the actual donation auction. Either way, your purchase will likely be
a bargain! We are always looking for suggestions on ways to improve it. If you have a
good idea, please contact Steve Muchow at smuchow@att.net.

BANQUET: This year’s banquet promises to be one of the best ever!  The Banquet
Buffet menu will include Hand Carved Round of Beef, Hand Carved Honey Glazed Ham,
Boneless Chicken Breast-Herbed Lemon (Marinated in in lemon and herbs topped with
Cognac cream sauce), Parmesan Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Penne with Marinara Sauce,
Green Beans Almandine, Tossed Salad, Fruit Salad, Italian Pasta Salad, Rolls with Butter,
Vanilla Ice Cream with Chocolate Topping.  Beverage choices will be coffee, tea, Iced
Tea and soft drinks. And … by popular demand, the entertainment selection for the
Saturday Night banquet is “ANN STEWART AND THE BANJO BUDDIES DIXIELAND
TRIO”. This popular group has been performing throughout the country for over three
decades with their unique style of Dixieland entertainment.  All of this for the same ticket
price as last year … $40 per person!  This is the closing event at Radiofest 2020 and you
will want to join in the fun! 
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5 CLUBS: Once again, we will team up with the Wisconsin Antique Radio Club,
Inc. (WARCI), the Vintage Radio and Phonograph Society (VRPS) of Dallas, Texas and
the Antique Wireless Association (AWA). Radiofest will be co-sponsored by four
important clubs, making it truly THE national event of the summer!

UPDATES:Watch for additional Radiofest 2020 information in future editions of
the ARCI NEWS, Radiofest mailings and our ARCI web site www.antique-radios.org.
With our wonderful location and our dedicated team of ARCI volunteers, you can
understand why we are enthusiastic as we plan for our largest event. So, mark your
calendars and start making plans to attend!  Please feel free to contact Steve Muchow at
should you have any questions, comments, or suggestions.
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August 7 and August 8th, 2020

ARCI Membership ($25.00)
(If not currently a member) $_______
First Selling Space $_______

$45.00 Pre-Registration
$50.00 On Site Registration
Additional Spaces
$25.00 Each Pre-Registration
$35.00 Each On Site Registration
#_____ times $25.00 or $35.00 =   $ ______
Table Rentals-Pre-registration only

6 ft. #    times $15.00 = $ ______
Free parking for attendees in the lot directly adjacent to the
swap meet lot. If you are reserving a paid space in the swap meet
lot for parking purposes only
please check here_________

Banquet (Buffet Style) and Show

Hand Carved Beef and Glazed Ham
Boneless Chicken Breast-Herbed Lemon
Parmesan Garlic Mashed Potatoes
Penne with Marinara Sauce, Rolls & Butter
Green Beans Amondine, Coffee, Tea, Iced Tea
Tossed Garden Salad, Fresh Fruit or Pasta Salads
Vanilla Ice Cream with Chocolate Topping

#____ Attending times $40.00 = $ _______

TOTAL OF ALL $ _______
Names for banquet name tags

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

In order to receive confirmation of your registration and selling space assignment from ARCI by mail, we must
receive your registration form on or before July 1, 2020. All sellers must check-in at the Registration Area upon
arrival at Radiofest, to receive their parking permits. All selling and parking spaces in the swap meet lot will be 
assigned by ARCI. 

Please list any special requests or
comments below

RADIOFEST Will Feature a Large Radio Swap Meet, Informational Presentations,
Appraisal Tent & Auctions. Our Banquet also returns with great food, entertainment, and awards.
Events and Schedule subject to change. Watch our website for updates at: www.antique-radios.org

CITY STATE ZIP

Event:Medinah Shriners ~ 550 N. Shriners Dr. Addison, IL 60101

Hotel: Hilton Garden Inn ~ 551 North Swift Rd., Addison, IL 60101
Hotel Reservations: (630) 691-0500

All hotel reservations must be made directly with the Hilton Garden Inn
Discounted Hotel rates for ARCI members (before July 24th) begin at $99.00
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RADIOFEST 2020 FEES

Selling Spaces – 1st $45.00 Pre-registration, $50.00 Onsite; Additional Spaces

$25.00 Pre-registration, $35.00 Onsite

Banquet – $40.00 each

Entertainment: “ANN STEWART AND THE BANJO BUDDIES DIXIELAND TRIO”

6’ TABLE RENTALS – $15.00 each

Only through pre-registration

RADIOFEST 2020
PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE

FRIDAY (8/7)
Pre-Registration Available After 3:00pm
Main Auction at 6:00pm (note new time)

(Crescent Ballroom)

SATURDAY (8/8)
7am Registration / Radiofest Opens
Flea Market All Day (West Lot)

Special Event Ham Radio Station - All Day
Educational Programs (Music Room)

Donation Sale - 7am till 3pm
Donation Auction at 3:30pm

Banquet & Entertainment (Crescent Ballroom)

RADIOFEST 2020
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMS (As of March)

11am
Broadcasting: Today and Tomorrow

Al Germond
****
1pm

Bill Ross Memorial Ham Forum
A Century of Receiver Innovation, from Marconi to SDR

Bob Nickels W9RAN
****
2pm

Setting Up a Workbench for Repairing & Restoring Vintage Audio Equipment and
Antique Radios
Pete Nauseda
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nEwS FRoM THE HAMSHACk
By: Jim novak, wA9FIH

THe SIGnAL CORPS J-38 TeLeGRAPH KeY

Many forms of digital communications exist today, but the oldest type long
predates modern electronics.  Around 1830, Samuel F.B. Morse, a multi-talented inventor
and painter, devised what became known as the Morse code alphabet.  It consisted of
combinations of dots and dashes representing alphabet letters, numerals, and punctuation
marks.  Morse code made sending messages from point to point over wires practical.
Back in the 1800s, poles carrying telegraph wires typically followed railroad tracks.
Telegraphers were standard fixtures at railroad stations. They were skilled at interpreting
the clicks they would hear coming from their sounders.  When radio communications
became feasible, telegraphers sent and received messages via “wireless.” Many Amateur
Radio operators still enjoy communicating via Morse code, also referred to as CW.  

!!!!!!
J-38 Key.

Morse code was widely used for military communications throughout the 1900s.
The U.S. Signal Corps developed specifications for a series of telegraph keys that were
ultimately produced by many American manufacturers.  The Signal Corps assigned a
series of numbers to these keys, beginning with “J-1.”  During World War II, the J-38
was developed. It was initially a training key designed to be used with headphones in
classroom settings, but became extremely popular in field work as well, and was still in
use during the Korean War era.    

My introduction to the J-38 came as
a youngster studying to obtain my
Amateur Radio license.  Back then,
knowledge of Morse code was required by
the Federal Communications Commission
in addition to a written exam covering
operational practices and radio theory.
My first J-38s were a pair manufactured by
American Radio Hardware and sold on the
surplus market in their original boxes by
Walter Ashe Radio in Saint Louis.  The
price was only 98 cents each plus postage.
I still use one with my ham equipment today!  

!!!!!!
Lionel J-38 Key.
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A variation of the J-38 was the J-37.  It was virtually identical to the J-38, except
that the J-37 does not have a shorting bar that
can be closed to provide a key down operating
state that is used for transmitter tuning.  The J-
38 was manufactured by half a dozen or more
companies, including toy train maker Lionel.
The Lionel J-38s are easily spotted by their
rounded corners on the Bakelite base.  They
also have the script Lionel letter “L” molded
into the underside of the base.  Although they
are rather common, the Lionel keys do
command premium prices.   

The J-38 was also copied for the ham radio market by Japanese manufacturers in
the 1960s and 1970s.  These keys had a similar appearance, but are labeled as a “JJ-38.”
They have ball bearings on each of the lever ends where the lever swivels in the base.
The Japanese added these ball bearings, which are not part of the original J-38 design.
Unfortunately, the grease in these JJ-38 bearings attracts dirt -- not a good idea.

!
JJ-38 Key.

BUSInESS CARD ADS

We invite all of our members to scan and send in your business card to be included in
ARCI NEWS. For $80 your card will appear in the next 6 issues! Your card will be seen
by approximately 400 people per issue and up to 1,000 people at Radiofest where we
make additional copies of ARCI NEWS available at no charge. If interested, please scan
your card and send it to jbart1964@gmail.com and mail a check for $80 to Rudy Hecker,
ARCI Treasurer, 127 Weymouth Court, Schaumburg, IL 60193. Thank you all for your
continued support of ARCI!!!

!!!!!!
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CLUBBIng ARoUnD

CORONAVIRUS NOTICE

SOME OF THESE ACTIVITIES MAY CANCEL IN RESPONSE TO THE
CORONAVIRUS SITUATION.

PLEASE CHECK WITH EACH ORGANIZATION’S WEBSITE FOR
CURRENT INFORMATION.

EARLY TELEVISION FOUNDATION CONVENTION
The ETF RESCHEDULED its annual convention IN FALL 2020 in response to the
Coronavirus situation at the Early Television Museum in Hilliard, Ohio. Additional
information can be found at http://www.earlytelevision.org/2019_convention.html.

ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOCIATION
The Antique Wireless Association CANCELLED ITS MAY 2020 MEET at the AWA
Museum in Bloomfield, New York. The AWA, our national affiliate, publishes the AWA
Journal, the AWA Review and The AWA Gateway. The latest edition of The AWA
Gateway is available for free at http://www.antiquewireless.org/awa-gateway.html. Dues
are $35 per year. Information can be found at http://www.antiquewireless.org/.

WISCONSIN ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB, INC.
WARCI HAS CANCELLED THE MAY 2020 MEET. Check the website for news about
the June 7 meeting. For information about the club and its schedule, please see
www.warci.org.

NORTHLAND ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB
The Minnesota Club has its Radio Daze annual vintage radio collecting event scheduled
for May 15-16. For more information and the date which will be announced, please see
http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/index.shtml.

MICHIGAN ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB
MARC’s Vintage Electronics Expo is scheduled for July 18-19, 2020 at the Kalamazoo
Expo Center. Details will be announced. Please see the MARC website for more
information at http://michiganantiqueradio.org/..

INDIANA HISTORICAL RADIO SOCIETY
Details about IHRS’ Spring Meet for May 2020 will be announced. Please see the IHRS
website for more information at http://www.indianahistoricalradio.org/.
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40 yEARS oF ARCI
Images, and Memories of the past 4 Decades - The 1990’s

Congratulations to ARCI on its 40th anniversary!!  The February 2020 issue of
ARCI NEWS carried the first installment of our series that takes a walk down memory
lane.  This issue focusses on the 1990s.  Future issues in 2020 will bring you additional
clips and photos from four decades of ARCI.  From all of us at ARCI NEWS, happy
anniversary!!
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