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LISTENING TO THE WORLD
(Dell Comic Book Cover May 1962)

oCTobER MEET CANCELLED

OCtOBer Meet
HAS Been CAnCeLLed
dUe tO COrOnAVIrUS
(note: September ZOOM meeting on the 12th)
FUrtHer AnnOUnCeMentS ABOUt
FUtUre MeetS WILL Be FOrtHCOMInG

2020 ARCI MEET SCHEDULE
September 12, 2020
October 4, 2020

december 13, 2020

10AM-11:30AM
On-line ZOOM Meeting

Join in from wherever you are

CAnCeLLed

American Legion Hall
Carol Stream, IL (See Map)

7AM-11AM Indoor Swap Meet
Business Meeting 10AM

American Legion Hall
Carol Stream, IL (See Map)
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pRESIDENT’S MESSAgE
Let us talk about swap meets. We are all salivating to “sling electrons” around the
flea market and see our friends. As far as the Coronavirus goes, nothing has really changed.
There is no cure. It has not gone away. As many parts of the economy have opened back
up with many safety measures imposed, new cases are still occurring. Under Jeff Aulick’s
leadership along with the ARCI board, an ARCI policy was established that swap meets
will restart when Restore Illinois reaches Phase 5 – Illinois Restored.
Illinois is currently in Phase 4 – Revitalization. This has eased many gathering
restrictions but does not allow for large groups to get together. Many of you have called
me with creative approaches to gatherings. Some may work out ok. Is it worth the risk?
Let us be honest, many of us are in the highest risk group, 65+ years old, and we risk
contracting the virus.
Here is a sample death notice for you: “Bob got a super deal on a 21-tube Aardvark
mirrored double conversion 70-watt radio at the last ARCI swap meet. He died of Corona
Virus contracted at same venue on …” I realize this is extreme, bordering on ridiculous,
but is the deal more important than your health? Radio swap meet attendance is an activity
of choice; it is a part of a hobby. Swap meets are not essential to our survival in the sense
of the basics of food, clothing and shelter.
ARCI has embraced Restore Illinois both from a legal and moral viewpoint. It is
the most conservative approach to the problem. No doubt about it. Health is our number
one consideration.
Each upcoming swap meet disposition – go / no-go - is determined about a month
ahead of the planned date. Announcements are first made in the ARCI email blasts. If you
are not getting ARCI emails, request using clubinfo@antique-radios.org.
The ARCI on-line live ZOOM meetings are swinging into their third session on
September 12 at 10am. It is an opportunity to meet with others and learn something via
mini-Radiofest style presentations along with a chat session. It is easy to join the meeting.
If you need help, we will make it work for you on your computer or on a tablet or phone
if you have great eyesight! More details are provided in this issue of ARCI News. These
on-line meetings were in the works before the Coronavirus hit. It is an additional activity
being offered by the club from a small, dedicated group of team members.
In the meantime, you know there is a radio or two in the basement, garage or attic
that you have had for a decade and always planned to do something with. Why not do it?
Your fellow club members can help you with expertise and parts.
Until we meet again, be safe and be well. See you at the next on-line meeting. Feel
free
to
contact
me
with
your
thoughts
and
suggestions
at
thomasekleinschmidt@yahoo.com.

See You At The Next Meet,
Tom Kleinschmidt
AcTing ARCI PRESIDENT
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ARCI UpDATE

The president’s Column - All The News That’s Fit To print
CORONAVIRUS NOTICE
First, please accept our best wishes for our ARCI members and their families and
friends. We hope you all stay safe.
The Coronavirus situation continues to evolve as we prepare this issue of ARCI NEWS.
Please check all dates and events on the ARCI website (as well as other radio events linked to
our website) for further news. It is highly likely that events may cancel or reschedule as the
situation changes.
Please pay heed to government and health officials, and their guidelines and notices.
We want our members to maintain good health and to prevent illness for themselves or
transmission to others.
ARCI has cancelled the October Meet for 2020.
PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE TO CONFIRM THE LATEST INFORMATION
ABOUT ARCI AND ITS ACTIVITIES

dO YOU KnOW WHen YOU WILL eXPIre?
Or, more specifically, your ARCI Membership? Look on the back cover of this
issue of ARCI NEWS. The address label shows your expiration month. It takes time to
process renewal requests, so please renew at least one month BEFORE the month indicated
on the label. This also helps ensure that you will continue receiving your ARCI NEWS
without interruption.

ARCI MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR MEMBERSHIP:
Membership Option
Dues
Annual Membership
$ 25

Benefits
Full benefits: ARCI News subscription, Fee Discounts At
Events, Seller Privileges at ARCI Events.
Spousal Annual Membership
$ 10
Discounts at Events.
Student Annual Membership
$5
Must Be 18 or Under, Full Benefits.
Lifetime Membership
$340
Full Membership Benefits For Life (non-transferable).
MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO ARCI AND SEND TO:
Antique Radio Club of Illinois • P.O. Box 1139 • LaGrange Park, Illinois 60526
YES or NO (circle one)
EMAIL DELIVERY OF ARCI NEWS?
PRINT DELIVERY OF ARCI NEWS?
YES or NO (circle one)
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________
Spouse: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City:________________________State:_________ Zip Code: _____________________________________
Home Phone:_________________________________________________Application Date:______________
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact Name:________________________Phone:_____________________________________
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RADIoFEST 2021 pLANNINg UpDATE
by: Steve Muchow, Radiofest Chair

Radiofest 2021
Friday, August 6 – Saturday, August 7
Medinah Shriners
550 n. Shriners drive, Addison, IL 60101
Clearly, the Illinois COVID-19 restrictions have not appreciably changed since our
last “PLANNING UPDATE” in the previous issue of ARCI NEWS. So, since this is
ARCI’s 40th year anniversary, I thought it might be fun to look back at our first Radiofest.
The first Radiofest was held at the Holiday Inn, Elgin, Illinois, on Saturday, August 6,
1982, It was a combined effort of IHRS, MAARC and ARCI. ARCI Officers were Joe
Willis (President), Barry Janov (Vice President), George Hausske (Treasurer) and Leroy
Wease (Secretary).
From the President’s Column in a 1982 ARCI NEWS: “Some rooms are still
available at the Holiday Inn of Elgin, Illinois. Talk sessions are now set and include:
• Lee Wease and David Zamjahn on refinishing radio cabinets.
• Mike Stosich, recognized Scott Historian, will offer a presentation on Scott
restoration.
• John Caperton will offer his slide presentation on Leutz Radio.”
The banquet included an interesting program and various door prizes including a
Sterling Silver Pen and Pencil set and RCA Combination TV, Radio and Clock.
MC for the evening was Randy Renee. For the early arrivals, an informal reception
was hosted by Joe Willis and Barry Janov. Dr. Ralph Muchow’s fabulous radio museum
was open for tours on Saturday afternoon, and Larry Wright had his nice collection
available for viewing also. The Santa Fe Hamfest took place on Sunday morning. This
was one of the biggest in the country, and maps were available at the meet. Room
reservations were made by calling the hotel and requesting rooms for the August radio
meet. Joe Willis provided additional information. This was advertised as our FIRST
RADIOFEST, so members were encouraged to tell their friends and “let’s all make it an
outstanding success.” See an accompanying page showing the schedule of events for
Radiofest ’82.
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And a success it was! The President’s Column in a later ARCI NEWS stated that
“the one-day meet exceeded all expectations. Over 200 people attended and with good
weather, an abundance of radio gear, excellent tech sessions, tours of Ralph Muchow’s
museum and a well-attended banquet – Radiofest was a success!”
Radiofest, started as an “experiment” nearly 40 years ago by a young Illinois
antique radio club has grown to be one the most respected events in our radio collecting
community. We are anxious to resume!
Stay tuned to future issues of ARCI NEWS, the ARCI Website and periodic ARCI
E-Mail blasts for information on Radiofest 2021 and other club updates.
In the meantime, there are many worthwhile antique radio related videos from online sources such as AWA and YOUTUBE to watch. If you find a particularly interesting
on-line video that members may enjoy, please let us know.
So, continue to take advantage of this time at home to restore all of those radios
that have been sitting on the shelf gathering dust. Hopefully, you can bring them to
Radiofest 2021 and show them off or maybe even work out a swap in the large parking
lot flea market!
Finally, once again, we want to thank the Wisconsin Antique Radio Club, Inc.
(WARCI), the Vintage Radio and Phonograph Society (VRPS) of Dallas, Texas and the
Antique Wireless Association (AWA). Radiofest has been a joint production of these
organizations with ARCI for many years. We wish the members and the leadership of
these clubs all the best and look forward to returning with them for Radiofest 2021.

NEwS FRoM THE HAMSHACk
by: Jim Novak, wA9FIH

rMe’S reCeIVer PreSeLeCtOrS
Back around 1931 in Peoria, two ham radio friends, W9CI and W9RGH,
envisioned improvements to the short wave receivers they were using, and formed a
company, RME – Radio Manufacturing Engineers – marketing a line of
preamplifier/preselectors as well as complete radios.
Many 1930s receivers had poor front-end
selectivity and overloading from nearby transmitters,
generally caused by not enough tuned circuits to
effectively narrow the radio’s bandpass. In addition
to designing and manufacturing a line of receivers
with a more robust front end, RME also sold what
became a very popular accessory, a preselector. The
preselector was inserted between the receiver and
antenna lead to introduce sufficient front-end
selectivity that attenuated the unwanted nearby RF.
Additional RF amplification in the preselector made
up for attenuation caused by the additional LC
circuitry.
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RME Model DB-22A.

RME Model DB-23 catalog picture.

One early RME product, seen in 1936 ads, was the DB-20 preselector. It covered
550 kc – 32 Mc. It was also offered in combination with their LF-90 low frequency
converter, covering 100 to 240 kc and 260-580 kc in two bands. During World War II,
a version of the DB-20 designated as the CME-50063 was made for the U.S. Navy in a
gray color scheme rather than the civilian black wrinkle finish. The additional LC circuits
in the preselector provided a significant amount of front end bandpass narrowing of the
receiver it was attached to, thus preventing the enemy from tracking down one of our
ships or submarines via radiation from their receiver's local oscillator!

RME Model DB-20 and RME-69.

~ 10 ~

RME Model LF-90.

Following the war, when civilian production resumed, RME was sold to ElectroVoice, who marketed their model DB-22A, covering the BC band through 40 Mc, with
styling to match the RME 45 and 84 receivers. A later version was the popular DB-23,
which used three 6J6 tubes. The company was sold again to GC Electronics in Rockford,
best known for their line of electronic.

ARCI goES oNLINE
by:Tom Zaczek

ArCI’S VIrtUAL ZOOM MeetInGS Are A SUCCeSS
ARCI has been holding ZOOM meetings in a virtual world since July 18. We
welcome all to attend. Thanks to Tom Zaczek, ARCI member and a member of the new
ARCI Zoom Team, we have held three meetings in July, August and September, one per
month. We have been averaging 30-40 members per meeting. They are interesting events
that offer an opportunity to share a lot of knowledge and information about old radios.
If you missed them, it is not too late to get involved and participate. This article will
summarize our activities. Eventually, the club plans to prepare a video of these meetings
and make the presentation files available for all to see. You will also find some
information on the upcoming meetings and how to join the next one, and perhaps to be
a presenter.
Zoom Meetings
We picked a Saturday morning time slot from 10am to noon (central time of
course) as the best time for the meetings, with a one-hour “pre-meeting” at 9am to help
everyone work through any first-time Zoom issues. Some members preferred just to
watch with their cameras off (or were joining from desktop PCs without cameras), but
most engaged with both camera and microphones ON.
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Poll Question #1: Do you restore
radios?
18% Restore the chassis
1%
Restore the cabinets
59% Restore both cabinets and
chassis
18% Like antique radios, but do not
restore them

Poll Question #2: Will you attend
the Kutztown Antique Radio Meet
on September 18 & 19, 2020?
90% No
10% Yes

Our actual presentations in the first three meetings included:
• All-American Five Tube Types - Bill Cohn
• EMOR Model 100 Globe Radio - Tom Kleinschmidt
• Hallicrafters AA6 modifications - Larry Stark
• Midland B6A 32V Battery Set Restoration - Tom Zaczek
• Brief History of Peter Burns and the American Electric Co., Chicago, IL. - Matt
Endicott
• Walk Through of Personal Collection That Made the Move from Illinois to Florida Art Bilski
• Buying and Selling Old Radios - Gary Bernstein
• A Guide to Some Common Volt Ohm Meters of Yesteryear - Don Helgeson
• Tips & Tricks: Why You Cannot Use Curtain Burner Line Cords - Bill Cohn
• Tips & Tricks: “The use of safety caps”– Bill Cohn
• Buying and Selling Old Radios - Gary Bernstein
• Radios with Interesting Dials – Tom Zaczek
• Wells Gardner 16 tube radio - Tom Kleinschmidt
After the presentations concluded, we hold a general discussion, receive feedback,
and obtain several commitments to be presenters at the next meeting. We have also
started offering a Meeting Door Prize. For example, in September, one randomly selected
lucky participant will receive 2 large format 1940 Philco dealer advertising promotions.
We conclude each meeting before noon.
In my opinion, these are operating as successful efforts, and we plan to continue
them in 2020, and possibly 2021. They provide a great forum for ARCI club members
to share their knowledge and experience about radios. We are able to meet from a great
social distance, and have included folks from across the country! Many thanks to all
who participated!

Sample notice for ARCI Zoom Meeting.
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Attending Future Meetings
The Zoom Team plans to meet each month going forward, generally on the third
Saturday of the month. Stay tuned to the club emails! You will receive an email with the
specifics along with a link to register. After you register, you will receive an email with
the meeting link that you can click on to join. Alternatively, you can also join with the
meeting number and password that are provided to you. If the club does not have your
email address, you will need to send it to remote-events@antiqueradios.org. You can also
send meeting feedback, meeting ideas or your intent to present to this same email address.
Topics for the Next Meetings
These are your member meetings, so we want to hear from you. Let us know what
topics you are interested in. At this point, we are excited to have a great interest in the
upcoming meetings and plan to have a wide variety of topics. We will incorporate your
feedback as we go forward to shape the meeting topics such as having a “themed”
meeting, e.g. “Zenith radios”. Let us know your ideas and preferences. If you have any
ideas for poll questions to be conducted during the meeting, please share them with us.
We already have several presenters lined up for the next meeting so keep watching your
email inbox!
How to Participate and or/Present at an ARCI Zoom Meeting
First, you need to get the Zoom Application installed on your computer or
smartphone. This article does not cover that, but you can go to Zoom.us to get the app
and helpful information explaining how to install it. Then test your microphone and
camera. It is a good idea to get familiar with this before the scheduled meeting time by
using Zoom’s test meeting prior to attending your first real meeting.
If you want to be a presenter, you can do it in a variety of ways. Remember, our
goal is to get through a presentation in 10 minutes including questions and answers. Here
are two suggestions:
1.

Have a prepared presentation or photos ready that you can step through on your
computer. You use Zoom’s “share your desktop/screen” feature so everyone
sees what is showing on your computer desktop. You can use whatever program
you want for the content. Microsoft Powerpoint and the Mac’s Pages are both
good candidates. You can also use any program that will put up text on your
screen like Microsoft Word or just step thought a bunch of photos on your
computer. Remember, Zoom will transmit whatever you are sharing from
whatever program you are utilizing.

2.

Consider talking about your radio or a related topic without any presentation
files or photos. But note, a live camera shot of the radio/equipment would be
required so everyone can see and understand the topic clearly. It is probably a
good idea to jot down some key points that you want to cover, such as using
note cards so you control your topic flow and cover all the points you want to
make in 10 minutes.

I look forward to the upcoming meetings, and I hope you all get a chance to attend.
I encourage you to be a presenter to share your experiences, knowledge and passions
about these old radios!
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bUSINESS CARD ADS
We invite all of our members to scan and send in your business card to be included in
ARCI NEWS. For $80 your card will appear in the next 6 issues! Your card will be seen
by approximately 400 people per issue and up to 1,000 people at Radiofest where we
make additional copies of ARCI NEWS available at no charge. If interested, please scan
your card and send it to jbart1964@gmail.com and mail a check for $80 to Rudy Hecker,
ARCI Treasurer, 127 Weymouth Court, Schaumburg, IL 60193. Thank you all for your
continued support of ARCI!!!

!

CLUbbINg ARoUND
CORONAVIRUS NOTICE
MANY RADIO RELATED ACTIVITIES HAVE CANCELLED
IN RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS SITUATION.
PLEASE CHECK WITH EACH ORGANIZATION’S WEBSITE FOR
CURRENT INFORMATION.
WE WISH ALL OF THEM THE BEST IN THESE TIMES.

EARLY TELEVISION FOUNDATION CONVENTION
http://www.earlytelevision.org/
ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOCIATION
http://www.antiquewireless.org/
WISCONSIN ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB, INC.
www.warci.org
NORTHLAND ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB
http://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/index.shtml
MICHIGAN ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB
http://michiganantiqueradio.org/
INDIANA HISTORICAL RADIO SOCIETY
http://www.indianahistoricalradio.org/.
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CLASSIFIELDS
Huge collection of LP records in original sleeves, reasonable offer accepted. Don’t
want to dumpster them. Call Guy, (708) 212-4442 in Berwyn.

40 yEARS oF ARCI
Images, and Memories of the past 4 Decades
ArCI 40tH AnnIVerSArY CeLeBrAtIOn
rAdIOFeSt AUCtIOnS
This issue celebrates ARCI’s auctions. Without you, we could not have shared all
that time visiting and socializing while we viewed, bid and purchased the many amazing
things that have sold over the years at Radiofest. Some auctions were held inside, and
some were outside, all were great fun. In some years we had huge video productions,
other years brought simpler affairs, and in several years we held free pizza parties well
after midnight into the early morning hours. This album brings together memories of
those auctions (both the main auction and the donation auction) and recognizes the
contributions of all the people who coordinated their efforts to run and participate in our
major annual events at ARCI. Congratulations to everyone and thank you to all.
1983

1984
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1990 & 1996

2001
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2001
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2002 Donation Auction

2006

~ 18 ~

2006
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2007 & 2008
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2009
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2011

2004 Donation Auction
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2007-2010 April & June Donation Auctions
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2015
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April 2019 Donation Auctions
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